CHAPTEE XI?
A WAE MAN
" 0 Statesmen, guard us, guard the eye, the soul
Of Europe, keep our noble England whole."
TENNYSON.
FROM the moment that war was declared
(August 4th, 1914), Mr. Lloyd George put aside
all Ms doubts and hesitations. The perplexities
of the previous week passed away like so many
clouds from a summer sky. lie became from
that instant a war man, intent on nothing but
achieving victory.
" I can understand a man opposing a war,"
he used to say, " but I cannot understand his
waging a war with half a heart/' In regard to
the attitude of various friends in political life,
he would always express a certain whimsical
tenderness for those who were entirely opposed
to the war. "Ah/' he would say, "I was in
that position once myself, and I know how diffi-
cult it is! " Wholly wrong as he thought them,
dangerous as he thought their activities to the
country5 he could not shake off a certain admira-
tion for thek courage. But the men for whom
he had no tolerance were those who waged the
war with a backward glance over their shoulder
all the time at the lost vision of peace. That
seemed to Mm a confusing and weakening atti-
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